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Response Lo Office Action dated May 5, 2005 

I. CLATM AMENDMENTS 

Please amend the claims as indicated in the following claim listing: 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer-implement ed method of compressing and comparing 
u plurality of li nes of sources dam from a new file and an old file comprisin g cr e oimg - o 
compressed string. : 

removing.. fr om each line of source data all b lan k spaces except for bfank spaces within 
quotation marks; 

^ompu tin g the length of each line of source dat a ; 
inserting co ntrol words into each line of source data; and 

comparing, lines of source data in t he old file lo lines of source data in tfrie new file having 
equal le ngth io identify modified lines of source data: 

wherein at least one Control word is a pointer to another line of source data having the sa me 
Length; 

wherein at least one control wo rd i s the length of the line: and 

wherein the control words determine the order of navig ation through the lines of source data 
so that on ly lines o f source data having the .same length are compared. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) The computer-impl emented method oF claim 21 further comprising 
the otep of p lacing aH-eharacters^m th e compressed string in words consisting ol each line of 
source data into four byte storage cells before c omparing lines of source data . 
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4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim #i ferther -wherein 
the step of comparingjines ;of source data comprising comprises: 

selecting a first line fram-in the old filer; 
deter mining the length L of the selected first lin e: 

comparing the selected first line in the old file to a first line in the new file: 

responsive to determining that the selected line in the old file does not match the fi rst line hi 

the new file, navigating through the new file and comparing only lines in the new file having 

length L to the selected first liiie;..aiid 

responsive to determining that a line in the now file matches the selected first line, 

idcntifYinq all of _tlie_ lines between the first compared litie in thejiew file to flic matched line in 

the new file as lines that have heen added to the new tile. 
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10. (Canceled) 



U. (Canceled) 



12. (Canceled) 



13. (Canceled) 



14. (Canceled) 



15. (Currently amended) The com puter-implemented method of claim 449 further 
comprising^ 

old-filer-aHfcl-responsive to n determination determining that a-no line ofMen gth L frorn in the new 
file doos not m atches a-lhc selected first line of l e ngth L-fe e mi n the old file, Selectin g a fi rst line 
in the new file having length L. navigating throu gh tlic old file and comparing only lines in the 
old file having le ngth L to the selected first line in the new filc huldinp th e positio fHof the-fifst 
lino of longlh L of th e- n e w fil e , going duxmgh -the- uld-fite , and e xamining only linou of length L 
m-the-old file. ; and 

responsive to determining lhal a lin e in the old file matches the selected first line in the new 
file, identitvinfc all of the lines in the, old file be tween t he first line selected and the matchin g line 
as deletions. 
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16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently amended) The computer-imnlemented m ethod of claim 15 further 
comprising, responsive to o determination determining that the selected nojine from the old file 
dees-net-matches a the selected first line of length L fi'OHil n the new file, identi lying *he 
ekt sclcctcd first line in th e new file as changed. 

1 8. ( Withdrawn) An apparatus for comparing a plurality of sources, comprising; 
a programmable processor; 

a storage medium; 

a comparison program residing hi the storage medium; 

a compression program residing in the storage medium; 

an old file residing in the storage medium; 
a new file residing in the sLorage medium; 
wherein the compression program causes the processor to: 

create a new file compressed string; 

create an old file compressed string; 
wherein the comparison program causes the processor to: 

compare lines of length L in the new file compressed string and the old file 
compressed string; and 

identify lines that have been changed, added or deleted. 
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19. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 18 wherein the compression program creates the 
new file compressed siring and the old file compressed string by removing all blank spaces 
except for code within quotation marks from all lines in the old file and Lhe new file. 

20. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 19 wherein the compression program places all 
characters in the compressed string into words consisting of four byte storage cells, 

21. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 20 wherein the compression; program creates a 
pointer to identify each word. 

22. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 19 wherein the compression program places a first 
control word, a second control word, a third control word and a fourth control word in front of 
each line in the compressed string. 

23. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 21 wherein the compression program identifies a 
first pointer and a last pointer. 

24. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 23 wherein the compression program places the 
first pointer and the last pointer in a links array. 

25. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for comparing a plurality of sources, comprising: 

a firsi computer having a first programmable processor and a first storage medium; 

a second computer having a second programmable processor and a second storage medium; 
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a comparison program residing in the first storage medium; 

a compression program residing in the first storage medium; 
an old file residing in the second storage medium; 
a new file residing in the second storage medium; 
wherein the first computer and the second computer arc connected by a network; 
wherein the compression program causes the first programmable processor to: 
create 3 new file compressed string; 
create an old file compressed string; 
wherein the comparison program causes the first programmable processor to: 

compare lines of length T. in the new file compressed string and the old file 
compressed string; and 

identify lines that have been changed, added or deleted. 

26. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the compression program creates the 
new file compressed string and the old file compressed string by removing all blank spaces 
except for code within quotation marks from all lines in the old file and the new file. 

27. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the compression program places all 
character in the compressed string into words consisting of four byte storage cells, 

28. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the compression program creates a 
pointer to identify each word. 
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29. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the compression program places a first 
control word* a second control word, a third control word and a fourth control word in front of 
each line in the compressed string. 

30. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the compression program identifies a 
first pointer and a last pointer. 

31. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 30 wherein the compression program places the 
first pointer and the last pointer in a links array. 
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